




 

Dear West Side Family, 

 
As you prepare to read this booklet,  
I want to encourage you to PRAY.  
Pray that God will open His Word to 
you in a new and fresh way.  Pray 
that you will be challenged to begin 
something that will give you life and 
truth.  Pray that tithing will become 
a part of your worship experience of 
the Father.  Pray that you will not  
become offended because of what you 
read in this booklet.  Pray that you 
will be a vessel – ready to receive all 
that God wants to pour into you.   
 
And most of all, remember, my true 
heart’s desire is  that you will forever 
be changed  - first by His Love and  
then by His Word.  

     Pastor John 
 



“First Things First” 
 

It is absolutely crucial for all of us to understand 
the “Truth about Tithing”.  It is only when we truly 
comprehend the eternal effects of our giving that 

we will capture the heart of God.  Our deepest need 
is to first understand who the ‘source’ of our 

‘resources’ is - and what He wants us to  
accomplish with all that He has given to us. 

  
“The God who made the world and everything in it is 

the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in 
temples built by hands.  And is not served by human 

hands, as if He needed anything, because God himself 
gives all men life and breath and everything else�. 

God did this so that men would seek Him and perhaps 
reach out for Him and find Him, though He is not far 
from each one of us.  For in Him we live and move  

and have our being.”  - Acts 17:24-28 



David said to the Lord, “Who am I, and who are 
my people, that we should be able to give as gen-
erously as this?  Everything comes from you, and 
we have given you only what comes from your 
hand� It comes from your hand, and all of it be-
longs to you�  All these things have I given will-
ingly and with honest intent.  And now I have 
seen with joy how willingly your people who are 
here have given to you.  O Lord, God of our fa-
thers, keep this desire in the hearts of your peo-
ple forever, and keep their hearts loyal to you.”  
                                    - I Chronicles 29:14, 16-18   

God Is Our Source! 
 
 
God is our ‘Source’ and He is the One that gives us all 
our resources!  That truth alone frees us to understand 
that we are the recipient of something Huge!  God has 
entrusted us with the choice of using our resources for 
either good or bad.  Our decision to join Him in the joy 
of tithing is almost unthinkable.  God desires for each 
one of us to ‘return the tithe’ back to Him so He can 
unleash “such a blessing that we would not have 
enough room to contain it.”   It is when we acknowledge 
the ‘source’ and do as He has commanded of us that 
we are truly free to be blessed!  
 

Tithing seems to raise all sorts of questions  
within the Christian community.  People choose to 

give or not give often on the basis of what ‘they have 
heard‘ – rather then what ‘they have learned’.   

It is time for us to learn and discover  

the Truth about Tithing! 



 

 

“Will a man rob God?  Yet you rob Me.  
 But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’   

In tithes and offerings.  You are under a  
curse-the whole nation of you- 
because you are robbing Me”. 

 
 
 

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, 
that there may be food in my house.  

 Test Me in this, “says the Lord Almighty, 
“and see if I will not throw open the  

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that you will not have room  

enough for it.”    -Malachi 3: 8-10 





What Lies behind the Truth? 
 
Lie #1:  “I can’t afford to give that much.I can’t afford to give that much.I can’t afford to give that much.I can’t afford to give that much.” 
There has been in the body of Christ a ‘lie’ that God is 
‘out of line’ or that He is ‘asking too much of us’ when it 
comes to returning the tithe back to Him.  We have fallen 
under the lie that God “has gone too far” or “that we 
can’t afford to give that much”.  These lies are from the 
devil and he is a liar!  The tithe is just ten percent of 
what God has given to us.  God could have required far 
more – He could have demanded ‘all of it’!  But, what 
God has done is really amazing – all that He requires is 
ten percent!  The rest is ‘ours’!  We are given the  
blessing of using the remaining ninety percent as we see 
fit.  That’s Unbelievable!  He has trusted us enough to 
allow us to appropriate the ninety percent in any way we 
want.  What kind of a God does that? – Our God does 
that!   The reality is simple – He loves us so much that 
we are free to return the ten percent and enjoy the 
blessing of the ninety percent. 
 
Lie # 2:  “Tithing no longer applies to meTithing no longer applies to meTithing no longer applies to meTithing no longer applies to me.” 
Another lie that exist in the body of Christ is that the  
‘rule of tithing’ no longer applies to us.  Somehow we 
have been ‘freed’ from the tyranny of tithing.  When 
Christ came, some believe that Jesus established a  
‘new covenant’ with mankind and abolished the need  
for tithing.  Nothing could be farther from the truth!   
Christ said in Matthew 5:17, “Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the Law and the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them.“  He stated that 
His ‘new covenant’ was to build upon and fulfill the ‘old 
covenant’ with the Law and the Prophets.  It is our quest 
to continue ‘to go to the next level’ and to complete what 
the ‘old’ had not yet accomplished.    



In fact, Jesus continued to teach in Matthew 5:38-
42, “that if a man strikes you on the cheek, turn to 
him the other cheek.”  He added, “If a man desires 
your jacket, give him your hat also.”  And, “If a man 
asked you to walk with him a mile, go with him two 
miles.”   

 
Jesus wanted us to ‘move to the next level’ – to do more 
than what was required of us under the ‘old covenant’.  
The true heart of the ‘new covenant’ was to build upon the 
former; to love more, to care more and to give more.  It 
was in essence a command to be more disciplined and 
obedient than ‘what was asked of us before’.  It is true that 
much of what was in the ‘old covenant’, the Law, does not 
apply to us today - the need for sacrifices, burnt offerings 
and the need for rituals was destroyed because of what 
Christ did on the cross.  But what is still in effect is the very 
things that will develop within us a deeper devotion to 
Christ.  Tithing is one of those ‘things’.    
 
• Jesus said to His disciples, “Give to Caesar (the gov-

ernment) what is Caesar’s, and give to God what is 
God’s”. (Matthew 22:21)   I believe the “is” - is the tithe 
and so much more.    

Jesus also said to the Pharisee’s, “Wow to you, 
teachers of the law!  You give a tenth of your spices, 
mint dill and cummin.  But you neglected the more 
important matters of the law – justice, mercy and 
faithfulness.  You should have practiced the latter, 
without neglecting the former. “ (Matthew 23:23)    
 
Jesus instructs the need that they “should practice 
the latter” (justice, mercy and faithfulness) “without 
forgetting the former” (tithing).  His encouragement 
of the “practice of tithing” is critical for us to see that 
the act of tithing was being utilized and recognized 
by Jesus – not abolished and no longer useful as 
some have suggested.  



Lie #3:  “Tithing is just a legalistic requirementTithing is just a legalistic requirementTithing is just a legalistic requirementTithing is just a legalistic requirement.” 
Another lie that the body of Christ has been exposed to is the 
belief that tithing is a legalistic requirement that the church 
has enforced upon its people.  Again, nothing could be farther 
from the truth.  I am sure in some circumstances the tithe 
could become a ‘legalistic act’, but that is only if it is meant to 
manipulate for the benefit of control.  Legalism can exist in the 
church, but the true heart of tithing is not a legalistic act.  
Some believe that tithing is a legalistic requirement.  Any le-
gitimate practice can be done with a legalistic attitude.  In 
such cases, the fault lies with the attitude of our heart, not with 
the practice itself.  If anything hits too close to home or starts 
meddling in our life, we can dismiss it simply by calling it 
“legalistic”.  Legalism can be a convenient label to cover our 
unwillingness to obey God. I am convinced that our struggle 
with tithing has more to do with the Holy Spirits conviction of 
us because of our failure to tithe – than it does with legalism.   

As Christians, we know that we should give 
but sometimes it’s so hard to take  

that  step of faith and let go when it comes 
to our finances.  Under the growing  

pressures to make ends meet each month, 
it’s easy to become irrational in our  

thinking about God, his faithfulness, and 
our role as stewards of His resources. 



 
My desire is that you will discover that tithing is for your 
benefit - and that it will give you freedom!  The freedom to 
experience ‘all that God has prepared for you!’    
 
In this booklet you will learn from God’s Word the 
following benefits of tithing: 
 > Tithing as a biblical concept is clear and  
  consistent.    
 > Tithing increases the believer’s sense of  
  commitment to God’s work.    
 >  Tithing can be a significant factor in your spiritual 
  growth.   
 >  Tithing stretches your faith and helps you to  
  develop trust in God.    
 >  Tithing creates a deeper dependence and  
  confidence in God to provide for all your  
  needs.   
 >  Tithing is a chance to experience the blessings 
  that come from a life committed to Him.  
 
 

Even if you don’t agree with the  
‘Biblical Argument for Tithing’, please don’t  

dismiss the ‘Practical Arguments for Tithing’. 
 
 
Someone once said, “I wish I’d win a million dollars 
in the lottery, then I’d give $100,000. to the Lord, 

and I could do whatever I want with the rest!”   
But tithing isn’t something we do to clear our  

conscience so we can do whatever we want with 
the 90 percent – It all belongs to God!   You must 
seek God and His direction for whatever you do 

with the full amount – You may discover that God 
has different ideas “for it” than you do. 



 
I also want to encourage you as you begin to learn more 

about tithing to allow yourself to be “stretched”.   
Stretching can be difficult and painful at times if we are 
not ready for it.  Prepare yourself to be stretched – ask 

God to do something new in your life today – to teach you 
from His Word.  I like the story from Mark chapter two 

when Jesus was being questioned about fasting by those 
who found the practice to be radical and new.    
 
Jesus said, “No one sews a patch of un-shrunk 
cloth on an old garment.  If he does, the new piece 
will pull away from the old, making the tear worse.  
And no one pours new wine into old wineskins.  
The new wine will burst from the old wineskins ru-
ining the wine and the wineskins.  No, he pours 
new wine into new wineskins.”  - Mark 2:21-22 

 
You may need a new wineskin – a new perspective and a 
new mind that is convinced of all that Jesus has fulfilled 
and purchased for you with His death.  You can’t rest in 
God’s promise “to provide all your needs according to His 
riches in glory” if you withhold the tithe with a fearful 
mind.  And you can’t see God multiply the fruit of your 
work for the blessing of the whole body of Christ if you fail 
to let God’s blessings flow out of you to those around 
you.  You must have a new perspective - and a new 
wineskin may be needed. 

Are you giving God what is Right?  
Or are you giving God what is Left? 



“The Truth About Tithing” 
 
The following is an attempt to begin the learning and  
understanding process of tithing.  It is in no way the  
definitive report on tithing.  My desire is for you to have a 
‘working knowledge’ of ‘what the tithe is’ and what God 
wants us to do ‘with it’.  My prayer is that you will  

continue the search for more information from His Word 
and to discover the importance of tithing as a part of  

your worship experience.   
 
As you work through this material you may come  
across something that ‘does not set well with you’.   

That’s alright and to be expected.  Part of the learning 
process is to uncover something you may not like or  
agree with. Use that moment  to begin your own  
personal study for the truth in His Word.     

What Is The Tithe? 
 

• The meaning of the word ‘tithe’ is “a tenth part” or 
“ten percent of anything”.  God requires that we  

      return to Him the “tithe” – 10 percent of everything              
 we receive. 

  
• The ‘true tithe’ is an act of worshipful obedience 

that brings greater blessing to the one who tithes!  
 

The tithe is not just about money!  According to the 
scriptures it included fruits, grains, animals and people 
at times.  Anything you receive from God – you need 
to tithe ten percent back to Him.   It is His – not yours!   



Tithing Is A Biblical Principle. 
 
Tithing is a Biblical Principle that is found not just in 
the New Testament – Matthew, Acts, I Corinthians 
and Revelations, and not just in Malachi, or in the 
book of Leviticus.  Tithing is rooted in Genesis.  If it 
weren’t, then we could question its relevance for to-
day.  But the concept of tithing – the “setting apart” of 
what is God’s  - is a foundational part of God’s system 
from the beginning of creation. 
 
In Genesis 2:9  God reveals how everything originates 
with Him and shows us that all fruitfulness begins 
with Him,  
 “And the Lord God made all kinds of trees 
 to grow out of the ground  - trees that were 
 pleasing to his eye,  and good for food.  In 
 the middle of the garden were the tree of 
 life and the tree of knowledge of good and 
 evil.” 
 
In Genesis 2:16-17 God said it was necessary for 
Adam to learn his role in the ‘system of blessing’ that 
God was establishing.   
 “And the Lord God commanded Adam, 
 “You are free to eat from any tree in the 
 garden; but you must not eat from the tree 
 of the knowledge of good and evil, for 
 when you eat of it you will surely die.” 

Genesis 2:17 seems like a ‘strange restriction’ – 
like an arbitrary test of Adam’s faithfulness, or 
we assume the tree is forbidden because it is 
evil.  But it isn’t evil or dangerous – it is sancti-
fied (set apart), and who it is set apart for is 
what makes it forbidden – it is God! 



God is actually teaching Adam the foundational truth of 
what it means to have an intimate relationship with 
Him.  God made everything, including Adam; and God 
put everything in the earth under the authority of Adam.  
But everything in creation still belongs to God.  And 
God shows Adam that a ‘tithe’ of creations fruitfulness 
is to be separated out (set apart) to represent God’s 
Lordship over all creation.  
 
There are many other examples in scripture of God  
requiring us to “set apart” and “not to touch” what was 
meant from Him and Him alone.  

 
In Genesis 2:2 it says, “By the seventh day God 
had finished the work (of creation) He had been 
doing.. . and He rested.  God blessed the seventh 
day and made it Holy (set apart) because He 
rested from His work.”  
 
Exodus 20:8 says, “Remember the Sabbath day 
by keeping it holy (set apart). Six days you are to 
work, but the seventh day is the Lord’s.”  God 
requires that we keep His Day – once a week 
Holy in recognition of His provision for us. 

In Joshua 5:13 – 6:27 God warned Joshua and 
the Israelites to destroy the walls around Jericho, 
but not to touch anything for themselves – it was 
holy and set apart for God. “The Lord said to 
Joshua, ‘You are standing on holy ground…keep 
away from the devoted things, so that you do not 
bring destruction to yourself.”  

“God Himself gives all men life and 
breathe and everything else.” - Acts 17:25   



Acts 5:1-10 tells the story of Ananias and  
Sapphira and their willingness to disobey  
God when it came to withholding money.   
“They sold a piece of property and kept back 
part of the money for themselves, and brought 
the rest and put it at the apostles feet.” Ananais 
and Sapphira were  both struck dead for lying 
about the money that was to be set apart and 
used for God’s service.   
 

“God’s sole intention for setting  

aside certain things as an act  

of our worship experience is  

truly for our benefit.”   

The Tithe Is God’s – PERIOD! 
 
“A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from 
the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is 

Holy to the Lord.”  - Leviticus 27:30 
 

• The Tithe “belongs to the Lord”, not to the peo-
ple.  It applied to “everything”, not some things.   

• It was “Holy”, to be set apart and given to God, 
not used for any other purpose 

 
Tithing gives perspective.  It reminds us that  

‘all we are’ and ‘all we have’ is from God.  Tithing 
is not a tip thrown mindlessly down on a table after 

a meal – but a meaningful expression of our  
dependence upon God and gratitude to Him.   
It is our opportunity to demonstrate absolute  
commitment to this relationship with God.   



The Tithe Is Not ‘Given’ – It’s Returned. 
 
The tithe is recognized as God’s – So we don’t  
actually “give a tithe”, but we return it to the 

‘rightful owner’.  The Old Testament speaks of 
”bringing, taking, presenting, returning and even 
paying your tithes“ – rather than giving. 

 
Tithing’s Stated Purpose:  

“that you may learn to revere the Lord your  
God always.” – Deuteronomy 14:23 

 

Tithing is intended to train us to put God first in  
our lives.  Tithing symbolizes the giving of one’s whole 

life to God.  God requires you to return the  
10 percent and receive the 90 percent as His  

blessing to You. 



The Tithe Is Not a  
              ‘Ceiling’ for Giving – But a ‘Floor’! 

 

• It’s the beginning point!  From this ‘floor’  
 you build upon it – giving more to God as a  
 demonstration of obedience.   

 
David said, “I now give my personal 
treasures of gold and silver for the 
temple of my God, over and above 
everything I have provided”.  
            – I Chronicles 29:3 

 
• The ten percent is not intended to be the target 

– but the arrow.  It is what we use to accom-
plish the task.   It’s the ‘starting point’, not the 
‘destination’.  We have treated the tithe  

 (ten percent) as something we are attempting 
 to give when we can afford to give it rather 
 than the requirement.  There is no other place 
 to ‘start our giving’ – we start giving at ten 
 percent.  It’s the floor, not the ceiling! 

 
• You can “offer” 2 percent or 4 percent or 6 

percent of your income, but you cannot ”tithe  
it” – anymore than you can ‘whitewash’ a wall 
with red paint – it’s that clear.  The Israelites 
were warned that to present to God anything 
less than the “full tithe” – 10 percent,  was to 
‘rob God’, since the tithe belonged to God – 
not us:  

 
“Will a man rob God?  Yet you rob Me.  But 
you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’  In tithes and 
offerings.  You are under a curse – the whole 
nation of you – because you are robbing Me”. 
          –  Malachi 3:8-9 



 
 
 

Even though we know we should  

give a portion of our income to 
God—fear often stands in the 

way of generosity.  And when we 
let it, this fear has the potential 

to rob us of an intimate  
relationship with God.   

Worse yet, fear can cause us to 
handle our finances in a way that 

locks Him out completely. 
 

But when we give God what is  
rightfully His, we acknowledge  

His power and greatness,  
opening ourselves up to limitless 
joy and peace that comes from 

trusting Him. 



The “Whole Tithe” Is To Be Brought  
         Into The “Storehouse.”  

 
“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house.  Test Me in this, “says the 
Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 
that you will not have room enough for it.”  - Malachi 3:10 

 
• God says, “Bring the whole tithe into my store-

house” – not part of it.   
 

The ‘storehouse’ was a community barn where  
their tithes were kept.  It benefited the whole  

community.  From its resource the tithe provided for 
the priests, the temple, festivals, the needy,  

orphans, widows and the poor.   
 

• The Israelites never asked if they could bring 7 per-
cent, or whether they could tithe on the “net” or the 
“gross” – Whatever God provided, 10 percent be-
longed to Him!  The ‘whole tithe’ was the Lord’s.   
 

• According to the description in Malachi the 
‘storehouse’ sounds like the ‘local church’.  It is the 
‘community barn’ where everything we give is 
stored and used as needed to bless the ministry, the 
missionary work, the needy through benevolence 
and the evangelism of our neighbors.  The local 
church operates as the community barn and store-
house for the work of the Lord.  



 

Tithing Is Not Optional – It’s Obedience. 
 

The tithe was explicit and objective – you must return 
the tithe to the Lord!   

 
Though God desired His People to do it joyfully – It 

required no heart response.  (The ‘freewill offering’ 
was entirely different.  It involved the joy of a heart 
touched by God’s Grace) 

 
Tithing is no more optional than paying our taxes today.  

An Israelite paid tithes out of obedience, whether or not he 
wanted to.   They understood the relationship to God and 

His Blessings for their obedience. 

Are You a Giver? 
 

If you’re a follower of Jesus Christ—there is 
no better way, nor higher way to be like 

Him than to be a giver!  And I am not just 
talking about money.  The Giving Christian 
is a giver of truth, a giver of love, a giver of 

encouragement and so much more.    

Every favor, every miracle, every opportunity,  
every open door, every contract, every  

position, every promotion—We Owe It All To God! 



There Is A Difference Between  
“Tithes” and “Offerings”. 

 
“All who were willing brought to the Lord freewill 
offerings.”  - Exodus 35:29   
 

• ‘Freewill Offerings’ are noted in  
  Leviticus 22:18-23, Numbers 15:3, and
 Deuteronomy 12:6,17.  

 
• These offerings were ‘voluntary  
contributions’ above and beyond the tithe.  
They constituted true giving, because the 
tithe was a debt repaid to God, not a gift to 
God.   

 
 

David said to the Lord,  
“Who am I, and who are my people, that we 
should be able to give as generously as this?  

Everything comes from you, and we have 
given you only what comes from your hand… 
It comes from your hand, and all of it belongs 
to you…  All these things have I given willingly 
and with honest intent.  And now I have seen 
with joy how willingly your people who are 
here have given to you.  O Lord, God of our  

fathers, keep this desire in the hearts of  
your people forever, and keep their  

hearts loyal to you.”   
-  I Chronicles 29:14, 16-18   



 

Giving Is Not A ‘Duty’ – It’s A Joy! 
 
When the Temple needed to be rebuilt, the people were 
asked to provide freewill offerings (Ezra 1:4-6, 3:5, 7:16, 
8:28)  These offerings were “give as you wish” or  
“give as you are led”.   

 
“When everyone whose heart God had 
moved went to build the temple in Jerusalem, 
their neighbors assisted them with articles of 
silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and 
with valuable gifts, in addition to all the  
freewill offerings.”  - Ezra 1:5-6 
 
“Moses said, ‘The people are bringing more 
than enough for doing the work the Lord  
commanded to be done.’  Then Moses gave 
this order, ‘No man or woman is to make any-
thing else as an offering for the sanctuary.’  
So the people were restrained from giving 
more – because they had more than enough.  
– Exodus 36:4-7 

  
 

This wasn’t a tithe, but giving entirely above and beyond 
their tithes!  It wasn’t mandatory – It was voluntary!  

Their giving was out of Joy – they gave out of pleasure.  
Even after the need was met they kept giving.  They  
recognized that giving wasn’t simply to ‘benefit the 

cause’ – but to ‘benefit the giver’.  JOY!   
Giving is Contagious 



When Should I Start Tithing? 

 
Start Tithing Today!  Without guideposts, where do you start 
giving?  Why not start where God started Israel?  Why not 
start tithing 10 percent of your income to God’s storehouse?    

 
 

Some Say, “I can’t afford to tithe” –  

God Says, “You can’t afford 4OT to tithe” 

 

 

Tithing is Like a Child’s First Steps: 

 
His first steps aren’t his last, neither are they his 

best, but they’re a beginning.  Tithing is the 
first toddler steps of stewardship – the handling 
of God’s resources.  It’s the training wheels on 
the bike of giving.  It’s not a homerun, but it 
gets you on base – which is a lot further than 

many Christians ever get.   
 
 

Begin to tithe today – it shows you are serious.  As 

you continue to tithe, you’ll experience the freedom 

and joy of acknowledging His Lordship of your 

money and possessions – and your whole life! 

 

 

Trust God to help you begin this  

life-changing, eternity-impacting  

adventure of giving! 



Consider Christ’s Words 

 
“Give, and it will be 

given to you.  A good 
measure, pressed down, 

shaken together and 
running over, will be 
poured into your lap.  

For with the  
measure you use, it will 

be measured to you.”   
- Luke 6:38 



West Side Community Church 
                Phone: 231-941-9300            Fax: 231-944-1741 

                E-mail: office@tcwscc.com       website: tcwscc.com 

In the fall of 2002 West Side Community Church began with the simple vision of 
caring about people.  Pastor John and Michele Clark opened their home and in less 
than three weeks they outgrew their home and a friends place with more than forty 

people attending the first few services.  So they moved to a ‘one room school house’.  
Within the next four weeks more than 100 people were attending West Side on  

Sunday mornings.  So they moved again!  This time they rented a county parks facil-
ity, and  by the time Easter Sunday arrived they had out grown the facility with more 
than 200 people each weekend – they were just six months old!  So West Side moved 

again. They began renting a high school auditorium  - the facility was perfect for their  
ministries… and they had room to grow.  During this same period of time God called 

West Side to purchase 20 acres of property, start new ministries, and expand their  
outreach services.  With all of the growth West Side had experienced, they now 

needed to rent three different facilities each week just to meet the needs of a growing 
church family.  But as West Side continued to move, so did God!   

In 2008 The West Side Church Family will move into their new 20,000 square feet 
ministry center that will be located on M-72 five miles west of Traverse City.  

 
Pastor John J. Clark has been a pastor for more than 20 years with his beautiful wife 
Michele and their four children.  John’s ability to communicate God’s message using 
his passioninate life illustrations, humor and the unmistakable depth of God’s Word is 
evident in every area of his life.   

The  

    TRUTH about 

TITHING 


